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PRINCIPLES OF THE PRACTICE OF 
ARCHITECTURE 


FTER the signing of the Armistice on November 11, 1918, 
A THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT, reviewing the state of 
architectural practice in this country during the War and 
forecasting the conditions that would confront architects in their 
part in any scheme involving re-construction, printed in its issue 
of November 27, 1918, a Creed of the Principles of the Practice of 
Architecture. 


This creed was as follows:— 


1. The business of architecture is inseparable from the profes- 
sion of architecture. Together they comprehend the originating, 
promoting, designing, planning, directing and controlling the con- 
struction of buildings and their appurtenances. 


2. To develop a general demand for architectural service— 
without which only limited opportunities for practice will be pre- 
sented—the architect must, as an individual and collectively, em- 
ploy proper and effective means to create a universal appreciation 
of its intrinsic value. 


3. To fully perform his function, the architect must organize, 
equip and operate his business so as to render complete service in 
the production of plans and specifications for everything embraced 
in the construction, equipment and furnishing of buildings. 


4. He must furnish complete and detailed supervision of con- 
struction and be closely identified with it. He must be responsible 
financially, as well as morally, for all of his acts, including the 
correctness of design, the completeness and accuracy of plans, 
specifications and details, and the construction of the building in 
accordance therewith; his responsibility to be contingent only on 
his being accorded freedom in deciding all matters of structural 
design, mechanical equipment and the selection of materials and 
workmen. 


5. He must control and regulate the business affairs of the 
building operation so as to safeguard all interests. He must be 

just and impartial in deciding all controversies within his jurisdic- 

tion, but where his own interests are involved he must submit the 

controversy to arbitration. 

A lapse of more than three years has occurred, and in view of 
the epoch-marking things that have taken place, it would seem to 
be more than ever true that the careful observation of these prin- 
ciples in architectural practice is necessary to the rehabilitation 
of the profession in all its former dignity. 








